Radio system keeps
counties in touch

Homeland Security grant provided funds

By Aviavs Ramos
News-Bemocrat

BELLEVILLE —- Ii's 7:30
ER Weﬂh#nﬂzltr and 'St Clair

[Bthie. i ft ailia

Connty Boerd Chairman Mark
Kem is waiting for the go-
ahead to speak during llincis’
first county-to-county callona
new emergency commnnica-
tions system.

“Good morning, Mclean
County,” Kern said via a hayeds
held radio to a group at the
MrcLean County Chamber of
Commerce in Bloomington.
“Certainly, we are making his-
tory foday. We can throw out
our Hn cans and string”

Kern's 700/800 megahertz
radio was'one piece of a new
58,8 million 5t. Clair County
gystem designed to allow state
and local agencies to comimu-
nicate during a crisis or natn-
.ral disaster,

St. Clair County was the
only lacel government entity
in Nlinoia to receive a grant
from the U5, Department of

. Homeland Securlty in 2003 to
develop the communications
system. The county received
$3.8 million from Homeland
Security to bufld its radio sys-
tem.

“Before, it was,z bunch of
different radio systemis using
Gifferent radic signals,” said

"Norm Forzhee, 211 caordina-
. tor for 5t, Clair County, who
was preseni during the test
nm. “Now we can communi-
cate with the city of St. Louis,
as far north as McLean Coun-
ty and as far south as Marion.”

The system is part of 5 pugh
by the federal government to
address communication prob-
fems experienced by first re-
sponders during the terngeast
attacks of Sept. 11, 2001.

“Bad guys don't
stop at the
(Mississippi) river.”

Norm Forshee
817 coordingior for 5t. Jlatr Courty

But Forshee stressed the
system s nibt only for disaster
rescue efforts. I can be.used
daily by emergency personnel,
egpecially between the metro-
east and St. Louis.

“Bad guys don't stop at the
(Mississipni) river,” he said.

The systemn will have 10
towers throughout the county
and allew for agencies to have
their.own talk groups, The ini-
tial infrastructure can suppott:
ahout 600 vaers-with & poten-
tial to accommodate up 1o
1,600, Porshes,. said.

So far,” the organpizations
that have or are scheduled to
have access to the system in-
clude the Milletadt Police De-
partment and emergency per-
sonmnel; 8t, Clair County Sher-
iff's Departmient; Memiorial
Flospital; Hliriois Departtent
of Transportation; Dupo’ Po-
lice Department St. Clair
County coroner’s officé, and
the St. Louis Police Depart-
ment.

. “This system cam grow
from Chicago to Xansas City,”
hesaid.

The system is siowly being
phased in. The count_vrenpecm
to sign a 10-year agrecment
with the manufacturer, Mo-
igrrola, Ty the end of Decem-
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